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 298 

Therefore, the concepts of « living wage» and « living wage for unskilled labor» 
are not related, for the following reasons: 

– determination of the living wage does not include the understanding that 

wages for work of the lowest qualification; 

– the living wage should be the basic salary, ie it does not include surcharges, 

allowances, bonuses, etc. 

Otherwise, the notion of « living wage for unskilled work and skilled work» is 
being replaced, which allows employers to violate the basic principle of remuneration 

«fair remuneration for work». 
This is easy to understand by way of example: in a government agency employees 

of the 1st class and 10th work. The rate of the 1st class employee without the 

requirements for the educational qualification level for the Unified Rate Schedule in 

2019 is 1921 UAH, but with additional payment and allowances at the end of the 

settlement month he will receive 4173 UAH – that is, at least a minimum. The rate of 

the employee (with higher education) of the 10th grade in 2019 is 4073 UAH, but also 

considering all the allowances he will also receive 4173 UAH. Such a strange 

distinction is the same pay for a person without education and for a person with higher 

education with experience. 

In our opinion, in order to improve the state regulation of the living wage at the 

state level, the following changes should be made to the regulatory support: 

– the living wage should be paid for the full standard of work for simple 

unskilled work; 

– the living wage should be the basic salary, is it should not include bonuses, 

surcharges, allowances, etc.; 

– ensure living wage growth rates, however, not lower than labor productivity 

growth rates 
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