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PART I. READING 
SECTION I. MATCHING TEST I 

 TASK TUTOR 

Task 1. Read the texts below. Match choices A-H to the texts 1-5. 

There are three choices you do not need to use. 

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

1. ________ 
You tell your partner you’re ready for discussion but your arms are 
crossed in front of your chest. Our non-verbal and non-written cues 

often reveal more than we think they do. Don’t forget that you’re 
constantly communicating with your poses, gestures and movements 

even when you’re not saying a word. 
 

Step 1. Read the heading, guess the content 
  Read the heading How to improve your communication skills. 

Now you can guess what the texts you are going to read are 

about. 
 

Step 2. Work with the choices 
  Read the choices to see what main ideas to look for in the 

texts. 

 Determine the key words in the choices: 

A. Express your ideas clearly. 

B. Put away the distractions. 

C. Get rid of unnecessary conversation fillers. 

D. Have a script for small talk for all occasions. 

E. Be brief yet specific. 

F. Shape your message to your audience. 

G. Learn to be an attentive listener. 

H. Watch your body language.  
 

Step 3. Work with the texts 
 Read the first line of text 1: You tell your partner you’re ready 

for discussion but your arms are crossed in front of your chest. 

 Look for a similar idea in the choices. Perhaps the text is about 

body language.  

 Skim the rest of the text to check that you have correctly 

identified the main idea. Go back to the choices to choose 

the best one. The correct answer is H.  
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2. __________ 

Ums and ahs don’t do much to improve your speech or everyday 
conversations. Cut them out to be more persuasive and to feel or 

appear more confident. One way is to start counting how often you 

say the words like ‘um’ or ‘like’, you could also try simply relaxing 
and pausing before you speak. Believe us, those silences seem more 

uncomfortable to you than they do to others. 
 

3. ___________ 
For the inevitable, uncomfortable silences with people you hardly 

know, it helps to have a plan. The FORD (family, occupation, 

recreation, dreams) method might help you think of topics to discuss, 

and you can also turn such talk into conversation by sharing 

information that could help you and the other person find things you 

have in common. 
 

4. ___________ 

It’s pretty rude to use your phone while someone’s talking to you or 
you’re supposed to be spending time with them. Maybe we can’t get 
rid of all our gadgets or put away technology completely, but just 

taking the time to look up from your screen could really improve our 

communication with each other. 
 

5. ____________ 

The best communicators change how they talk based on the person 

they’re speaking to; you’d probably use a different style of 
communication with co-workers or your boss compared to when 

you’re speaking with your friend, kids or older people. Always try to 
think of the other person’s position when you’re communicating with 
them. 

 

A Express your ideas clearly. 

B Try to put away the distractions. 

C Get rid of unnecessary conversation fillers. 

D Have a script for small talk for all occasions. 

E Be brief yet specific. 

F Shape your message to your audience. 

G Learn to be an attentive listener. 

H Watch your body language. 
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 PRACTICE TEST 

Task 2. Read the texts below. Match choices A-H to the texts 1-5. 

There are three choices you do not need to use. 
1. ______________ 

If you struggle to get out of bed every day, it may be because there is 

no positive future on the horizon. Sure, everyone has frustrations or 

small anxieties about specific projects or issues, but if you know 

what you want to do and really want to get there, you can work 

through any challenge. In fact, the bigger the challenges you happily 

deal with, the greater future will appear. You can see where you want 

to go, and confidently expect that you can get there. 
 

2. _____________ 

Are the people around you boring, mean and driving you crazy? Do 

they seem lost and frustrated with their own lives? Your colleagues, 

friends, and loved ones should stimulate and support you. If the 

people in your life are inspiring and dynamic, you will be more 

likely to push for a brighter future. You might have one or two 

irritating encounters each week, but if the people you deal with 

usually seem like good company, you are on the right path. If they 

don’t, start over and get some new friends. 
 

3._____________ 

If you already know everything, you are heading for a life of 

cynicism and boredom. Nobody has learned everything; plus, the act 

of learning itself creates a sense of joy and accomplishment. Go and 

learn something – maybe a small, interesting fact, or a piece of a 

huge educational project – but do it every day. Research shows that 

people who keep learning also live longer happier lives, and remain 

in good mental condition.  
 

4. _____________ 

You have probably met stubborn people who live a negative, harmful 

existence. People who can’t change their opinions or ideas end up 
unhappy, frustrated and defensive. They have just as much ability to 

open up and change their point of view to one that works, but they 

choose not to. Being open doesn’t mean you have to agree with 
everything that other people say. But if you are willing to consider 

other possibilities, you can assess, learn, and adopt creative solutions 

that can shorten your path to happiness and success. 
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5. _______________ 

Life is much more complex than many people tell you. To 

successfully navigate business and society requires thousands of 

decisions, lots of energy, and an enormous amount of resilience. The 

greatest rewards generally result from overcoming the biggest 

challenges. To reach that peak of success, you need to intentionally 

find ways to handle whatever happens to you in life, whether it is a 

roadblock or an opportunity. Learn to say to yourself, “I can find a 

way to work with this” and then do it. Follow Winston Churchill’s 
advice to “Never, never, never give up.” 

 

A Learn to be flexible. 

B Be productive in professional life. 

C Have clear and achievable goals. 

D Don’t get upset about your failures. 

E Try to gain knowledge daily. 

F Don’t forget to reward yourself. 
G Be ready to solve any problem. 

H Look for people who encourage you. 
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SECTION II. MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

 TASK TUTOR 

Task 1. Read the text below. For questions 1-5 choose the 

correct answer A, B, C or D. 

 

 EXAM TIP 

    є   ь –  
     ь  . 

  я   ь  
   ,    .  ь  
ь є    .  є,  

ь  ь є   ,  ь  
 ,  є ь   . 

  я ь   ь  
 ,    ,  ,   

є .   ь є,   
  (  ь ),    , 

ь ,   ,   ь – . 
  я  ь  : 

According to the paragraph / according to the author, _______ 

It is stated in paragraph one that _______ 

What is said about _______ in paragraph two? 

Which of the following is TRUE _______ ? 

  я ь   ь 
 : 

Which of the following is NOT TRUE about _______ 

All of the following are true EXCEPT _______ 

 .   є ,   1-4 ь  
 ь  ь  я ,  5 – 

  я ь  . 

 

1. What is TRUE about dolphins, according to the first paragraph? 

A Dolphins are extremely dangerous 

B Dolphins have a lot of brain capacity 

C Dolphins protect their species from distant cousins. 

D Dolphins’ friendliness to humans helps them survive. 
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Step 1.  

 Read the heading to see that the text you are going to read is 

about dolphins speaking a common language. 

  Skim questions 1-5 and the options A-D to get more 

information about the text. 

 Read question 1. Question 1 asks what is TRUE about 

dolphins. 
 

Step 2.  

  Read options A-D and underline the key words, e.g. 

dangerous and disturbed (A), a lot of brain capacity (B). 
 

Step 3.  
 Scan the paragraph for the sentences connected with these 

ideas. For example, disturbed links to ‘faced with problems’, 
brain capacity is connected to ’extremely smart’. 

 

Step 4.  

 Make sure the information in the text matches the key words 

in the options. Do dolphins have a lot of brain capacity? 

According to the text, they are extremely smart. 
 

Dolphins speak a common language with each other 

Dolphins have a reputation as the smiling diplomats of the sea, often 

shown as happy, hyper-intelligent friends to people in feel-good 

films and more. In truth, dolphins are extremely smart and often 

really do react in diplomatic clicks and whistles when faced with 

problems. Now, the BBC reports that new evidence shows dolphins 

are good at not just speaking with their own immediate family 

members, but also with distantly-related cousins. 
 

University of Puerto Rico biologist Laure May-Collado noticed this 

while studying the dolphins of the Costa Rico’s Gandoca-Manzanillo 

Wildlife Refuge. The refuge is home to Bottlenose and Guyana 

dolphins, and May-Collado discovered that the two distant species 

often communicated with each other. It seems that the two species of 

dolphins – which both use their own distinct language – pick a 

language they can both understand when they meet up. As May-

Collado told the BBC, “I was surprised by these findings, as I was 
expecting both species to emphasize, perhaps exaggerate, signals 
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specific to their own species. Instead, the signals recorded during 

these encounters became more alike. This was a very exciting 

discovery.” 
 

At present, it is still unclear if one species is changing its signals for 

the other, or if both species are attempting to communicate with each 

other. As, May-Collado points out, all dolphins are known to 

communicate through squeaks, whistles, blowing, and slapping the 

sea with their bodies.  
 

Dolphins are already known to change their language when they talk 

to each other. According to May-Collado, “I wouldn’t be surprised if 
they can change their signals to copy, and even possibly to 

communicate with other species. Particularly when their home 

ranges force them to communicate every day, which is what 

happened in this situation.” 
 

But some people say that this situation may not necessarily be one of 

friendly interaction or diplomacy. Bottlenose dolphins are much 

bigger than their Guyana cousins and have been known to bully the 

smaller species. Dr. May-Collado points out that the Guyana 

dolphins could even have been transmitting distress calls to make the 

Bottlenose dolphins go away. Bottlenose dolphin group together in 

pods usually consisting of 10 to 30 members. Some pods have been 

known to even include a thousand dolphins! They are an impressive 

presence in the sea and can measure up to 3.8m long. The Guyana 

dolphins look a lot like a smaller Bottlenose, measuring around 2.1m 

long. 
 

2. What discovery did May-Collado make? 

A Dolphins identify each other from a big distance. 

B The two species of dolphins develop a common language. 

C Each of the two species of dolphins speaks its own language. 

D The two species use exaggerated signals for communication. 
 

3. According to May-Collado, it is still unclear if __________ 

A the two species produce sounds in the same range of 

frequencies. 

B one dolphin species does more work to communicate with each 

other. 
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C dolphins can vary their signals when they talk to each other. 

D dolphins learn squeaks and whistles while interacting with each 

other. 

 
4. What is said about Bottlenose dolphins? 

A They swim in larger groups than Guyana dolphins. 

B They behave more diplomatically than their cousin. 

C They group together to scare the smaller species away. 

D They are different from their distant relatives in size. 

 

5. What is NOT TRUE about dolphins, according to the text? 

A Dolphins have different types of communication. 

B Dolphins’ language skills have attracted the attention of 
scientists.  

C Dolphins move in and out of various groups. 

D Dolphins’ size varies depending on the species. 
 

 PRACTICE TEST 

Task 2. You are going to read an article about one young English 

person’s experience of a ‘gap year’, a year spent overseas, in 
China, between leaving school and going to university. For 

questions 1-5, choose the answer A, B, C or D which you think 

fits best according to the text. 

GAP YEAR 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

I am led into a large, whitewashed room to face a jury of 99. 

They are arranged in rows, and we look at each other through 

a cloud of yellow chalk dust. They have never met a 

foreigner before and eye me nervously as I step forward. I am 

in China for a year to work with 20-year-old students 

learning English. It felt odd being younger than my students, 

but I never felt too inexperienced to cope. 

It had not been an easy choice to take the opportunity of 

doing a gap year. I was afraid of not being able to settle down 

to a life of studying when I returned and of losing touch with 

my friends. But once the decision was made, I looked for 

somewhere challenging to live and work, with the possibility 

of travelling around the country at the end of my work 
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21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

placement.  

I worked at a huge, concrete institution in a city with a 

million inhabitants and I grew to love it. The size of the class 

which could sometimes include up to 99 students, of very 

mixed ability and enthusiasm, left me feeling exhausted, but 

rewarded.  

One of the worst things about the work was that I met 

hundreds of people, and felt appreciated and welcomed by 

them – people who had practically no contact with the West. 

In China, everyone wants to be your friend. My best Chinese 

mate was Mr. Chow, a 35-year-old electronics teacher with a 

son, wife, and a cheerful face like a full moon. I helped him 

with his English and he coached me at table tennis, and 

taught me how to ride a motorbike. Best of all, he was a great 

storyteller, and some of my best nights were spent eating with 

him and his family. In China I learnt that fun takes on 

different forms. 

In the more remote area of China where life and landscape 

have changed little in hundreds of years, you can really feel 

like a cross between a celebrity and a creature from other 

space. I’ve been on train journeys when kids have asked me 
to sign their clothes, been on television a few times – and just 

what do you say when Chinese men are stroking your legs, 

amazed by the fact that they are so hairy? 

So, what have I come away with? I had no choice but to 

adapt, budget, bargain and become more independent. 

There’s no faster way to grow up than having to stand in 

front of those 99 students, all older than yourself and tell 

someone off for turning up late again to a lesson.  

  

Most of all I loved the experience of living in a different 

country and the challenge of trying to understand it. 

 

1. What does the use of the word ‘jury’ suggest about the writer’s 
feelings in line 1? 

A He thinks he has committed a crime. 

B The students already find him boring.  

       

      



 17 

C He cannot understand their behaviour. 

D He knows they want to see what he is like. 
 

2. What does the word ‘decision’ in line 11 refer to? 

A going to university 

B returning home 

C going abroad 

D contacting friends 
 

3. Which phrase best sums up the writer’s feelings about his job? 

A concerned and nervous 

B tired but fulfilled 

C enthusiastic and worried 

D successful and excited 
 

4. How do the ‘hundreds of people’ react to the writer? (line 21) 

A They were suspicious of him. 

B They were amused by him. 

C They were sociable to him. 

D They were puzzled by him. 
 

5. What does the writer suggest by saying ‘fun takes on different 
forms’ in line 29? 

A He was surprised at his enjoyment of simple things. 

B He got more fun from learning that teaching. 

C He missed Western forms of entertainment. 

D He enjoyed meeting his students outside lessons. 
 

6. The children wanted the writer to sign their clothes because he 

was  

A famous. 

B unusual. 

C popular. 

D funny. 
 

7. What does the writer conclude about his gap year? 

A It enabled him to learn Chinese. 

B He learnt how to control a class. 

C He learnt to cope with foreigners. 

D It helped him become more mature. 
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SECTION 3. MATCHING TEST II 

 TASK TUTOR 

Task 1. Read the texts below. Match choices A-H to the texts 1-5. 

There are three choices you do not need to use. 

 

Step 1. Read the heading, guess the content 
  Read the heading Current public events. Now you can guess 

what the series of texts you are going to read is about. 

 

Step 2. Work with the question and choices 

  Read the question and the choices. 

 Look for the key words (clues). 

A. invite pet owners to participate 

B. guarantee a lot of prizes 

C. don’t charge for using beach accessories 

D. ask you not to forget about the people who need help 

E. don’t allow smoking on the beach 

F. give a chance to listen to live music 

G. provide an opportunity to win a car 

H. require people to sign up for the event  

 Paraphrase the key words: 

 

 EXAM TIP 
’ ,  ь  ь є   ,  

ь   ,   є ь    
( ). 

 

A. pet owners – cats, dogs, fish, parrots 

B. prizes – bonus, trophies, award 

C. don’t charge – no money, free 

D. help – aid, assistance, hand 

E. smoking – cigarettes, smoke 

F. live music – dance, sing, song show 

G. to win a car – lottery, get a car, success 

H. to sign up – join, register, enlist  
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CURRENT PUBLIC EVENTS 

1. ___________ 

North Beach programme 

From dusk to 10.30 North Beach (the specific location depends on 

surf and wind conditions). Bring your own beach chairs and blankets 

to North Beach on Monday nights for our family-friendly Bonfire on 

the Beach. While the fire burns, sit back and enjoy the performances 

of local singers and songwriters. We start as the sun goes down and 

keep the fire burning until approximately 10.30 p.m. 

 

Step 3. Work with text 1 and match the specific information you 

are looking for with the right choice. 
 Read text 1 to understand what it is about. 

 Go back to the choices and look through your paraphrased 

words (clues). 

 Look for the sentence in the text that contains one of the clues. 

The words in the text enjoy the performances of local singers 

and songwriters match your paraphrased words for choice F 

– sing, song show (a synonym of performance) and also the 

words   from choice F. So F is the best choice. 

 

2. _____________ 

Free beach and Boardwalk wheelchair programme 

We are pleased to be able to make visits to Seaside Heights more 

enjoyable for those with disabilities by providing FREE use of surf 

chairs and wheelchairs. Surf chairs are available at the Webster 

Avenue Lifeguard Headquarters on the Boardwalk. Wheelchairs are 

available at the Visitor Centre located on the Boardwalk at Blaine 

Avenue. 

 

3. _____________ 

Boyd memorial swim 

A one-mile open ocean swim to honour the memory of former 

Captain John J. Boyd, former Assistant Captain High J. Boyd, and 

former Lieutenant Joe J. Boyd. Hosted by The Lifeguard Association 

of Seaside Heights. Registration begins at 4pm at Hiering Avenue. 

The swim starts at 6.30 pm at Lincoln Avenue Beach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 20 

4. ________________ 

Boardwalk parade 
On Sunday from noon to 5 pm on the Boardwalk. FREE admission 

and fun for everyone with events including: pumpkin decorating, dog 

parade and kids’ costume parade, trick or treating, and pumpkin 
chunkin’ competition organized by local business. 
 

5. _________________ 

Bay Boulevard show 
On Sunday from 9 am to 3 pm on Bay Boulevard. Any car aged at 

least 25 years old is eligible to be judged for one of the over 80 

trophies to be awarded. Proceeds benefit various local organisations 

sponsored by the Vintage Automobile Club of Ocean County. Free 

admission for spectators. 

 

6. _______________ 

Seaside Heights Santacon 
On Saturday at noon (meeting point at Hooks Bar). Join Seaside 

heights Santa Claus convention for your chance to spread holiday 

cheer in the most magical way possible. Santa loves creativity so be 

sure to dress from head to toe in costume and don’t forget to bring an 
unwrapped toy and non-perishable food items to be donated to local 

charities! 

 

Which public event organisers _____? 

A invite pet owners to participate 

B guarantee a lot of prizes 

C don’t charge for using beach accessories 

D ask you not to forget about the people who need help 

E don’t allow smoking on the beach 

F give a chance to listen to live music 

G provide an opportunity to win a car 

H require people to sign up for the event 
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 PRACTICE TEST 

Task 2. Read the texts. Match choices (A-G) to texts (1-5). There 

are two choices you do not need to use. 
 

SOCIAL NETWORKS 
1. Social networking websites are growing and changing all the 

time. Although younger users might not stay with one site for long, 

they will enjoy the concept, and a lot of their daily communication 

with friends takes place on social media sites. They post photos, 

exchange news, post where they are having coffee with their friends, 

and share their favourite music and videos. It’s enjoyable, and it 
makes people feel good. 

 

2. Hanna Krasnova, an author of a study on social networking 

from Berlin’s Humboldt University says, “We were surprised by how 
many people have a negative experience from social networking, 

with envy leaving them feeling lonely, frustrated or angry. If you 

spend too much time looking at friend’s posts and pictures – with 

their happy graduations, wonderful holidays abroad and perfect 

parties – you may start to wonder what’s wrong with you. 
 

3. Envy of others’ perfect lives isn’t the only negative aspect. 
Bullying, other people sharing your deeper secrets, and general 

embarrassment at seeing the worst photo ever of yourself posted for 

all the world to see, can all be negative side effects of using social 

media. There is also the issue of online addiction, which leaves many 

people unable to switch off their devices for more than a few minutes 

without suffering from intense anxiety. 
 

4. What can you do to make sure social media remains a positive 

experience? Probably the most important thing is not to spend too 

much time on your digital life. “At the end of the day, nothing can 
replace face-to-face conversation and interactions,” says one writer. 
“It’s better to get together with friends, go out for a meal, or sit and 

chat in person. When you’re with a real person, it’s much easier to 
understand what’s going on and what your friendship really means.” 

 

5. Another point to keep in mind is that your friends on social 

media should be real friends, not just acquaintances. You should only 
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‘friend’ people you respect and get on well with. In the end, just like 
in real life, the number of friends you have doesn’t matter. It’s the 
quality of the people close to you – even on social media – that is 

really important. 
 

Which of the opinions on social media talks about _____? 

A the danger of social media use becoming a habit 

B reporting inline abuse 

C the importance of quality over quantity 

D the positive aspects of social media 

E the importance of face-to-face contact 

F negative feelings associated with social media 

G meeting your online friends for a coffee 
 

SECTION IV. GAP FILL 

Task 1. Read the text below. Fill in the gaps 1-6 with choices A-

H. There are two choices you do not need to use. 
 

Step 1. Work with the gapped text 

 Read the heading to understand that the text is about a person 

who untangles Christmas lights. 
 

Step 2. Work with the sentence fragment to fill the gaps 
 Look through the sentence fragment with gap 1. Identify the 

grammatical function of the gapped fragment. 

 It is an object clause. So, grammatically gap 1 can be filled 

in by options A, C and E, as all of them are subordinate 

clauses of the same type, but only E makes sense, especially 

if you pay attention to the words a job advert, a Christmas 

light untangler, and the unknotting expert, all of which refer 

to a certain job. 
 

CHRISTMAS LIGHT UNTANGLER 
If you haven’t decided (1) ______, take a look at this. 

 

Tesco has posted a job advert for a Christmas light untangler, and 

they (2) _______ to be ready for the festive season. The basic idea is 

(3) ____ which they can’t untangle themselves and the expert will 
get them back to their unraveled original state in store. 
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The main criteria for this modern day festive elf is that they should 

be able to “successfully untangle customers’ three meters of 
Christmas lights in 3 minutes neatly, quickly and efficiently.” 

 

The responsibilities are quite clearly defined. You must (4) _______, 

“taking the time to listen and help out wherever you can”. Once you 
have the lights, you have to check all the bulbs for signs of breakage 

and (5) _______. The full requirements also involve proudly serving 

customers and being “passionate and knowledgeable about the 
service you are offering.” 

 

If you are good at puzzles, Rubix cubes and things like that (6) ___ . 

A that customers bring in their Christmas lights 

B then you could be the ideal candidate 

C that Christmas lights are used for decoration 

D manage the Christmas lights untangling stand 

E what your true role in this world is yet 

F handle them all carefully to keep everything in perfect condition 

G what have they done to the world 

H want the unknotting expert to start work as soon as possible 

 

 EXAM TIP 
      , 
   ,      

.  ь      
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       ь   
  ,    

.  yet (  ),   є ь   
 є     (Perfect tense), 
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 PRACTICE TESTS 

Task 2. Read the text below. Fill in the gaps 1-6 with choices A-

H. There are two choices you do not need to use. 
 

LIVING THE HIGH LIFE 
One scientifically proven advantage is that the top floor is warmer in 

winter. Heat rises, so if you are in a cold climate you’ll probably pay 

less for the heating bills. Just turn down the thermostat and let the 

downstairs neighbours keep you warm. Also the higher up you live, 

the brighter it is, so apart from (1) ________, letting in the sunlight 

will help warm your flat and keep the heating bills even lower. Of 

course, an advantage in winter can become a disadvantage in 

summertime. Your place may feel like an oven, while those living on 

lower floors are feeling cool. 
 

But there is another advantage. If you are looking for peace and 

quiet, a top-floor flat may the best choice. At least (2) ________ 

stomping around over your head, or early risers falling out of bed at 

5 a.m. the downside of this is that you have to be careful not to make 

much noise yourself. You’d be surprised what your downstairs 

neighbours can hear, (3) _______ or hoovering the floors at a time 

when your neighbours may still be sound asleep. 
 

One more plus of living high up is the fact that you are safer from 

break-ins. Most burglars are looking for a quick way in and out and 

(4)______. Living higher up can protect you from other dangers as 

well. For example, floods – which can definitely affect lower floors 

and sometimes cause extensive damage – will never reach your 

place. On the other hand, (5) _____, it will probably be more 

difficult for you to escape, and rescuers may have a harder time 

getting to you. 
 

There is one more thing to consider before deciding to live in a top-

floor apartment. People who suffer from a fear of heights might not 

want to live too high up. You may think you’ll get used to it, but 
there is some evidence that people who live in places (6) _____ tend 

to suffer more from anxiety than those on the lower floors. And 

what’s the point of having a great view if you’re unable to look out 
of your windows because of your nervousness? 
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A so think twice before starting to exercise 

B giving you a lighter, more cheerful space 

C which can increase heating and cooling costs 

D in the case of the building catching fire 

E where solid ground is many stores away 

F you won’t hear the sounds of adults and children 

G providing more privacy and peace of mind 

H that makes the lower floors ideal for them 

 

Task 2. Read the text below. Fill in the gaps 1-6 with choices A-

H. There are two choices you do not need to use. 

BIG BANG 
Clear you mind for a minute and try to imagine this: All the things 

you see in the Universe today – (1) ……. – are not yet out there. 

Everything that now exists is concentrated in a single, incredibly hot, 

dense state (2) …….. Then, suddenly, the basic elements that make 

up the universe flash into existence. Scientists say that actually 

happened about 13.8 billion years ago, (3) ________. 

 For centuries scientists, religious scholars, poets and philosophers 

have wondered (4) ………. Was it always there? Will it always be 

the same, or will it change? If it had a beginning, will it someday end 

or will it go on forever? 

These are huge questions. But today, because of recent observations 

of space and what it’s made of, (5) ______. Everything we can see or 
detect around us in the universe began with the big bang. We know 

the big bang created not only matter but also space itself. And 

scientists think (6) ______, stars will run out of fuel and burn out. 

Once again the universe will become dark. 

A we think we may have some of the answers 

B in the moment we call the big bang 

C how many stars can you see with your eyes 

D all the stars, galaxies, and planets 

E in the time of scientific discoveries 

F that in the very distant future 

G how the universe began 

H that scientists call a singularity 
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PART II. USE OF ENGLISH  

 

SECTION I. VOCABULARY TASKS 

Task 1. For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which 

word A, B, C or D best fits each space. There is an example at the 

beginning (0). 

 

 EXAM TIP 
  є     ь, 

є  ,  є ,  , 
 ь  .     є 

 ь ,      ь  
 / .  

    ь    ,  
  : 

o  ь  , , ь    
, . trip, journey  tour; historic  historical; 

o ь  ,   ь (   
,   ), . adopt/adapt, affect/effect. 

        
,  ь  . 

 
0.  A. or  B. and  C. in  D. nor   

 

ROYAL RESIDENCES 

Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle (0) _______ the Palace of 

Holyroodhouse are these (1) ______ of the Sovereign and, as such, 

serve as both home and office for the Queen, whose personal flag 

flies (2) ___ her Majesty is in residence. 

These buildings are used extensively for State ceremonies and 

official entertaining and are opened to the (3) _____ as much as these 

commitments allow. They are furnished with fine pictures and works 

of art from the Royal Collection, assembled over four centuries by 

successive sovereigns. Many of the State Apartments at rooms at the 

official residences have been in continuous use since their 

conception and many of the paintings are (4) _____ in the rooms for 

which they were originally (5) ______ .  
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The official residences are in regular use and the style and 

manner in which they are shown to visitors reflects their working 

status. Rooms are kept as close to their normal (6) ____ as possible. 

Inevitably, opening times are subject to change at short notice 

depending on circumstances.  

The Royal Collection, which is owned by the Queen as 

Sovereign in trust for her successors and the Nation, is administered 

by the Royal Collection Trust to which a proportion of the admission 

fee and other (7) _______ from visitors is directed. The remainder of 

this money funds the majority of the cost of restoring Windsor Castle 

which was badly (8) ___ by fire in November 1992.  

1. A. venues B. residences C. situations D. occupation 

2. A. whatever B. however C. whoever D. whenever 

3. A. humans B. public C. peoples D. strangers 

4. A. created B. explored C. produced D. displayed 

5. A. instructed B. intended C. performed D. guarded 

6. A. feature B. location C. destination D. appearance 

7. A. salary B. budget C. income D. wages 

8. A. destroyed B. ruined C. damaged D. collapsed 

        

Task 2. Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C, 

or D) best fits each space. There is an example at the beginning 

(0). 

 

I had been happily working in the same company (0) __as___ a 

graphic designer for over ten years, so it came as a huge surprise 

when one day, without warning, I was (1) ____ redundant. In fact, 

most of the people in my department lost their jobs that day. When 

the (2) ____ manager gave me the bad news, she explained that the 

company had been taken (3) ____ by a big multinational (4) ___ that 

was demanding a lot of changes. 

So, one day I was in a comfortable (5) ____, with a generous salary 

and plenty of annual (6) _____, and the next day I was unemployed. 

While it was nice to have time on my hands, I knew I would have to 

find a job fairly quickly. I soon found out that this wasn’t so easy. 
Every morning I searched the Classified Adds, but there was nothing 

suitable, not even (7) ____ positions. 
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Finally, a friend asked me if I was interested in helping out in her 

new cake shop. She needs somebody to deal (8)____ customers and 

to help her with the cake designs. At first, she could only pay me by 

the hour at rather a low hourly (9) _____ . To my surprise, I love the 

work. Last week, I designed an enormous cake for the opening of a 

museum of Egyptian art. The cake was in the shape of a mummy! 

 

I’ve been a cake designer for three years now and I’m so glad I 
didn’t turn (10) ____ my friend’s job offer. We have so much work 

that I’m no longer an employee. My friend and I are now partners in 

the best cake shop in town: “Crazy Celeb Cakes”! 
 

1. A. given B. found C. made D. taken 

2. A. personnel B. personal C. person D. people 

3. A. over B. into C. from D. out 

4. A. cooperation B. contribution C. convention D. corporation 

5. A. work B. employment C. job D. experience 

6. A. holiday B. absence C. departure D. leave 

7. A. small-time B. part-time C. full-time D. permanent 

8. A. for B. to C. towards D. with 

9. A. level B. rate C. price D. amount 

10. A. behind B. off C. down D. away 

 

Task 3. Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C, 

or D) best fits each space. There is an example at the beginning 

(0). 

 

THE BEST OF BRITAIN 
It’s time for the ‘Planetsong Music Competition’ again. Several 
British hopefuls are working hard (0) _____ the finals in Brussels in 

the hope of (1) _____ the contest for their country. Like the other 

contestants, Marcus Inman is excited to have an (2) _____ to 

represent his nation. He says that it’s every boy’s dream to perform 
for his country at the (3) _____ level. Marcus adds that he believes 

the contest is the most important music event of the year and that he 

feels he has a (4) _____ to do his very best for the UK.  
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Marcus isn’t a newcomer to the music business, though. He was 
(5) _____ the lead singer of the noted heavy rock band, ‘The 
Fortress’. His band’s first album sold hundreds of thousands of 
copies and as a (6) _____ their first single, ‘Missing a Piece of the 
Puzzle’, (7) _____ number one in the music charts. After his huge 

achievement, Marcus (8) _____ his mind to take a short break from 

recording thongs. However, he assures everyone that his new 

‘PlanetSong’ ballad means he’s well and truly back! He says that he 
is hoping that the judges will like his unique singing (9) _____ as 

much as the Brits do. Whatever happens, though, he has (10) _____ a 

promise that he will not (11) _____ even if he is unsuccessful this 

time around. We’ve got our fingers (12) _____ for, you, Marcus! 

 

1. A. gaining B. earning C. winning D. beating 

2. A. appointment B. opportunity C. option D. occasion 

3. A. highest B. steepest C. tallest D. biggest 

4. A. service B. duty C. job D. task 

5. A. lately B. recently C. currently D. previously 

6. A. reason B. cause  C. reaction D. result 

7. A. took B. reached C. arrived D. grabbed 

8. A. made up B. put down C. set out D. got on 

9. A. way B. kind  C. style D. pattern 

10. A. taken B. given C. made D. said 

11. A. give up B. hold back C. get out D. fall away 

12 A. stretched B. raised C. folded D. crossed 

 

 EXAM TIP 
          

 є  ь    ь   
    ,  ,  

  ь .   є 
   ь  .   

,      є ,  ь  
 ;   ь  є ; ,  
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o    ,  ь  
  , .. include something  consist 

of something.  

        
,  ь   ь . 

 

Task 1. Read the texts below. For questions (1-10) choose the 

correct answer (A, B, C or D).  

 

Noisy Neighbours 

That Friday evening looked (1) ____ to any other evening. Lucy 

was looking forward to a quite time at home. As soon as she (2) 

_____ in her favourite armchair, she heard the most horrible noise 

from the flat above. At first she thought it was the radio, but after a 

few minutes she realised it was her neighbours playing loud music, 

(3) _____ actually sounded like a roc concert. 

Lucy decided to go and ask them to switch it off or at least turn 

it down. After she (4) ____ at the door for a few minutes, it opened 

and she saw a famous musician inviting her to come inside. It turned 

out that her neighbours were (5) ____ a charity gig and it was their 

last rehearsal. Lucy decided not to complain. After all, you don’t 
meet a celebrity every day! 

 
1 A. similar B. like C. as D. the same 

2 A. was sitting 

down 

B. has sat 

down 

C. had sat 

down 

D. had been 

sitting down 

3 A. that B. whose C. where D. which 

4 A. knocked B. had been 

knocking 

C. has been 

knocking 

D. had knocked 

5 A. locking on B. plucking up C. taking off D. putting on 

 

A Melting Pot 
The term melting pot is (6) ____ associated with the United 

States. The United States is a melting pot of people from different 

cultures and races. While American English is generally standard, 

American speech can (7) ____ according to what part of the country 

you are in. Westerners are known as (8) ____ traditional of 

Americans, and the most tolerant of change and differences. 
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Midwesterners are known for (9) ____ honest, straightforward 

people of traditional values. The southwest has had the least 

influence by European immigrants. Much of its culture (10) ____ by 

native Americans and by the Spanish. 
6 A. strong B. stronger C. strongest D. strongly 

7 A. to be different B. be differing C. to differ D. differ 

8 A. least B. the least C. the less D. little 

9 A. to be B. be C. being D. beings 

10 A. has been defined B. had defined C. defined D. is defining 

Task 2. Read the texts below. For questions (1-10) choose the 

correct answer (A, B, C or D).  

 

SKYPE: LET’S TALK 

Since the mid-1990s, one of the greatest online challenges has 

been setting up voice chat over the Internet. 

Skype was founded by Niklas Zennstrom (a Swedish citizen) 

and Janus Friis(a Danish citizen) in 2003. (1) ____ of these brilliant 

young men were novices in the field.  

(2) ____ Skype, two computers need to install the free program. 

The, using a microphone and speaker (or headset), people can talk to 

each other for free over the Internet. Aside from voice chat, Skype 

has an array of other features, such as text-chat, video-chat, and file-

sharing functions. The program is used by individuals, companies, 

and even English teachers, who (3) ____ conversation classes 

through Skype. 

But Skype is not a charity. It earns money by (4) ____ for 

premium services. You pay a fee o use your computer to call a 

regular telephone. Skype also charges a fee for its Skype Voicemail 

service. Still, these services are generally much (5) ____ than those 

offered by traditional telephone companies. 
1 A. Both B. Either C. Neither D. Nobody 

2 A. Used B. Use C. To use D. Using 

3 A. held B. hold C. were held D. has been 

held 

4 A. charging B. charged C. charges’ D. charge 

5 A. cheap B. more 

cheaper 

C. cheapest D. cheaper 

 

       

      



 32 

*** 

The prototype for Modern American ice cream was the Roman 

concoction of cream (6) ____ with berries and alpine snow. The treat 

made it to America in (7) ____ and soon took off rapidly in the 

colonies. By the nineteenth century America was thoroughly taken in 

with the treat. It first appeared on a cone when a vendor at the St. 

Louis (8) ____ ran out of the dishes in which he (9) ____ the ice 

cream and began serving it in cone-shaped waffles, which he 

obtained from a vendor of zalabia, a Persian style waffle. There is 

nothing (10) ____ American than ice cream cone, or a hot dog, and a 

Coke at a sports event or theatre.  
6 A. mixing B. is mixed C. mixed D. was mixing 

7 A. the 1740-ies  B. 1740-ies C. the 1740-ieth D. 1740-ieth 

8 A. World Fair B. World’s Fair C. Worlds’ Fair D. Worlds Fair 

9 A. has served B. had served C. has been 

serving 

D. was serving 

10 A. much B. the more C. more D. many 
 

Task 3. Read the texts below. For questions (1-10) choose the 

correct answer (A, B, C or D).  
*** 

The brain has (1) ____ 100 billion brain cells. There is no 

scientific (2) ____ that older people can’t learn new things. It may 
sometimes take them a little longer, but they retrain the new 

information as well as younger people.  

Young brain has enough storage capacity to record 10 million 

books.  

Current brain research indicates that if you (3) ____ your brain 

active, you will remain mentally sharp regardless of aging. 

A signal from one brain neuron to another travels at about 

200mph.  

Many scientists believe that the brain is (9) ____ structure in the 

(10) ____ universe. 
1 A. rough B. roughly C. rougher D. much rougher 

2 A. evidences B. evidence’s C. evidence D. evidences’ 
3 A. have kept B. kept C. would keep D. keep 

4 A. most 

complex 

B. the most 

complex 

C. still more 

complex 

D. more complex 

5 A. know B. knowing C. known D. be known 
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THE BUSINESS OF BETTERING THE WORLD 

Most companies and businesspeople (6) ____ they want to make 

the world a better, cleaner, and safer place. Anita Roddick, founder 

of The Body Shop in 1976, actually built her business around these 

values. Before Roddick opened the first Body Shop in 1976, the 

British native travelled widely. She (7) ____ to many interesting 

locally grown products. Her first store in England (8) ____ only a 

handful of personal-care items, which used ingredients such as aloe 

vera and cocoa butter. 

(9) ____ by Roddick, The Body Shop also supported a number 

of causes. In March 2006, The Body Shop was bought by L’Oreal. 
Some people were worried that the new owners (10) ____ the way 

The Body Shop was run. But Roddick remained confident that the 

“green” company she created would stay true to its values.  
6 A. said B. had said C. say D. were said 

7 A. introduced  B. had 

introduced 

C. was 

introduced 

D. introduces 

8 A. sold B. has sold C. was sold D. had sold 

9 A. Lead B. Led C. Leading D. To lead 

10 A. change B. would 

change 

C. will 

change 

D. have 

changed 
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