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У статті розглядаються засади здійснення водокористування в Україні на принципах 

сталого розвитку. Охарактеризована концепція сталого розвитку як сучасна парадигма 

побудови держави. Визначено роль водних ресурсів для національної економіки та їх 

соціально-економічні особливості. Сформовано теоретичні та практичні засади 

реалізації національної стратегії сталого розвитку у водокористуванні. 
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водокористування, система сталого водокористування. 
   

В статье рассматриваются основы осуществления водопользования в Украине на 

принципах устойчивого развития. Охарактеризована концепция устойчивого развития 

как современная парадигма построения государства. Определена роль водных ресурсов 

для национальной экономики и их социально-экономические особенности. 

Сформированы теоретические и практические основы реализации национальной 

стратегии устойчивого развития в водопользовании. 

Ключевые слова: развитие, устойчивое развитие, водные ресурсы, особенности водных 

ресурсов, водопользование, система устойчивого водопользования. 

 

The article discusses the basics of implementation of water use in Ukraine on the principles of 

sustainable development. The concept of sustainable development as a modern paradigm of 

the state-building is characterized. The role of water resources for the national economy and 

their socio-economic peculiarities are defined. The theoretical and practical foundations of 

realization of the national strategy of sustainable development in water use are formed. 

Keywords: development, sustainable development, water resources, peculiarities of water 

resources, water use, sustainable water use system. 

 

Improving the functioning of the economic mechanism of the state requires the 

implementation of complex measures that combine effective approaches to the development of all 

spheres of the national economy and the satisfaction of material and other priority needs of citizens 

with effective steps towards the protection and preservation of the natural environment. Such an 

approach will ensure not only the full development of today’s generation, but also will become a 

reliable basis for the preservation of the environment, will create the preconditions for improving 

the quality of life. 

Water resources are an integral part of national wealth and an important factor of the 

country’s social and economic growth. The development of industry, agriculture, and the 

accelerated pace of housing and communal construction in the second half of the 20th century led to 

an increase of the value of water resources for the national economy, which led to the development 

of the water sector. We also recognize that the water economy of Ukraine is a decisive part of the 

state’s economy. It affects the development and placement of productive forces, the creation of the 
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necessary social and living conditions of the population and is closely linked with all branches of 

the national economy. 

The problems of water consumption, meeting the growing needs of the economy and the 

population every year are aggravated and attract more and more attention. The leading role in 

resolving conflicts in the sphere of water supply is played by the conceptual bases of the 

development of the water use system. 

In Ukraine, a crisis situation has developed in the sphere of water resources management, use 

and protection. The problem of improving the use of water resources has faced scientists and 

practitioners for several decades. However, the existing system of functioning and financing of the 

water management complex is not without many contradictions. All this actualizes the problem of 

developing modern mechanisms of water resources management and efficiency of their use.  

Despite a significant number of studies of domestic and foreign scientists devoted to the 

rationalization of water use, in particular, Galushkina T.P., Khvesyk M.A., Yatsyk A.V.,    

Tomiltsev M.G. and others, the given problem and today remains the subject of scientific 

discussions. 

This study examines the basics of water use in Ukraine on the principles of sustainable 

development. To do this, it is necessary to outline the socio-economic characteristics of water 

resources and determine their role for the national economy. 

The main aim of the article is to discuss forming of theoretical and practical bases of 

realization of the national strategy of sustainable development in water use. 

The first and foremost priority in the context of the implementation of the strategy of sustainable 

development was and remains the development of the conceptual foundations of such development, 

both in individual states, and at the interstate level. 

Approaches to the development of such foundations should be oriented toward the complex 

solution of the following tasks:  

1) balanced growth of production and consumption; 

2) systematic reduction of emissions into the natural environment and reduction of depletion of 

natural resources; 

3) ensuring of social safeguards and the observance of social standards �1�. 

 The main task of the economic component of sustainable development is the formation of 

short-, medium- and long-term strategies of economic progress with the definition of the primary 

tasks of the state social and economic strategy. At the same time, it is necessary to realize that in 

many cases the achievement of economic and/or financial results does not always guarantee the 

realization of the principles of sustainability. 

Such considerations determine the importance of taking into account the social aspect in the 

context of building an economy that develops on a sustainability basis. In addition to ensuring 

social justice and providing appropriate guarantees to those members of society who need them, it is 

necessary to expand the scope of application and the amounts of social investments. Material, 

financial, informational and other resources that are directed by business entities for the 

development of, as a rule, the country, the region, the community in which economic activity is 

carried out, can be considered as such. 

Water resources are extremely important for the national economy. In the context of ensuring 

sustainable development of the state, they are characterized by the following socio-economic 

peculiarities [2�: 

• are of vital importance to humans, animals and flora and are of paramount importance in 

maintaining the balance of ecological systems in matters of nature conservation; 

• have socio-political and medico-demographic importance for ensuring a sufficient level and 

quality of life of the population of Ukraine; 
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• river waters are dynamic – they move and concentrate downstream, and the transportation of 

water resources away from the watercourse is usually associated with large investments in canals, 

water lines and pumping stations; 

• imbalance between existing river flow regimes and water consumption requires special 

measures to ensure an even supply of water to ensure sustainable human development; 

• with a sufficiently large growth of irretrievable water consumption, there are irreversible 

disturbances in the balance of ecological systems in the lowlands of rivers, deltas, estuaries and 

adjacent marine areas, which impose restrictions on the possible irretrievable seizure of river flow; 

• economic assessments for water resources can vary significantly in magnitude not only for 

different river basins but also for different parts of the same basin with their own water balances 

and change over time as water consumption develops and new water management measures are 

implemented. 

The development in Ukraine of adequate (to real economic, technological, social, ecological 

as well as to processes of other nature) system of sustainable water use and substantiation of its 

basic elements are subordinated to the philosophical, methodological, theoretical and scientific-

practical comprehension of several spheres of social life simultaneously (ecological, economic, 

technological, technical, intellectual, demographic and social), to a comprehensive study of the 

peculiarities of water use technology and its transformative influence on the development of the 

national economy and its sectoral structure. Regarding the technological component, we distinguish 

the following specific features of water as a resource for sustainable development: 

• water quality is determined by various consumer properties in various spheres of material 

production and public consumption; 

• more than 90% of the water resources used in the economic sectors are resources of the 

surface runoff of the rivers of Ukraine and hydraulically connected with them groundwater; 

• there is an uneven river flow both during the year and during the multi-year period, which 

necessitates its regulation and generates the concept of the estimated degree of water supply of the 

national economy; 

• the majority of hydroelectric power stations with regulating reservoirs are complex, that is, 

those that provide a material effect simultaneously in several sectors of the economy (hydropower, 

water supply, water transport, fisheries, flood control, etc.); 

• used in one or another technological process water may be partially or completely returned 

in the same river water bodies after treatment, which positively affects the volume of water in the 

source and ensures the possibility of its reuse in the national economy; 

• it is necessary to take measures to protect the reservoirs from pollution by sewage, because 

the quality of water depends on the degree of wastewater treatment for the food industry or other 

water protection measures. 

Pollution of water resources and air as a result of production processes is one of the key 

factors in the deterioration of the conditions and quality of life of both rural and urban populations 

and the destruction of the ecosystem as a whole. This direction of ensuring the sustainability of the 

development of the socio- and ecosystem should be based on technological solutions that will allow 

to realize the need to increase production volumes along with reducing emissions of pollutants.  

Moreover, the reduction of such pollution in some countries due to the transfer of hazardous 

industries to others, usually less developed, which require investment and have a lower social 

standard and, accordingly, wages, does not meet the conditions of sustainable development. 

It is obvious that for solving complex issues that will determine the prospects for 

development, a strategy for moving towards a more effective way than the one that takes place 

today must be developed. The solution of this problem will require changes in the policy of 

management in the sense of resolving domestic issues and its impact on the global community as a 
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whole. Although in many cases, the main argument for the implementation of sustainable 

development programs and steps towards their implementation may be the result, which is 

calculated for the near future [3, P. 16]. 

The implementation of these steps in Ukraine requires the development and implementation 

of balanced development programs and national indicator systems. It is also necessary to formulate 

plans and forecasts for sustainable development both at the regional and national levels [4]. 

The principles of balanced development can be effectively realized only if they are 

implemented at all levels of the social, territorial and state hierarchy. At the regional and national 

levels in Ukraine, first of all, it is necessary: a) to increase the rate of economic growth in terms of 

ensuring the implementation of measures for the protection of the environment and guaranteeing 

environmental safety; b) to create conditions for the optimum use of the existing advantages of the 

Ukrainian economy, which may include good geographical location, climatic conditions and transit 

potential, availability of a wide range of natural resources, education and working capacity of the 

population, etc. 
Consequently, the theoretical and practical principles of the implementation of the national 

strategy for sustainable development are: 

 1) increasing the efficiency of the use of natural resources, ecological safety and environmental 

protection with the use of new approaches and balanced management; 

2) improvement of control over compliance by economic entities with environmental legislation; 

3) creating conditions for the balanced development of productive forces in the state and its 

regions by increasing the efficiency of market transformations; 

4) improvement of conditions of investment activity; 

5) provision of social needs of the population and improvement of the demographic situation; 

6) creation of prerequisites for the transition of the state economic mechanism to the information 

type of the economic system; 

7) active integration into the global globalization processes, including in the aspect of 

implementation of the provisions on sustainable development adopted at the global level. 

The transition to an environmentally-ethical and socially equitable economy will inevitably 

lead to a change in the employment structure and incomes distribution, which may have 

multidirectional consequences for participants in this process. On the one hand, the further growth 

of demand for environmentally friendly products and services, and, accordingly, equipment for their 

production and supply, will lead to the rapid growth of certain industries and spheres of economic 

activity. This will result in an increase of labor demand, employment growth, well-being and 

improved living conditions for all those involved in the transition to a more efficient economy. 
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