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MODULE 1 

Essential vocabulary 
authorized   

behaviour  

court  

crime  

facilitate  
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govern   

legislature   

law  

maintain  

penalty  

prohibit  

property law   

remedy    

respond to   

society ь  

unacceptable  
 

Text 1. Law 
Law is a body of official rules and regulations. It is generally found in 

constitutions, legislation and judicial decisions. Law is used to govern a 

society and to control the behavior of its members. The nature and 

functions of law have varied throughout history. In modern societies, 

some authorized body such as a legislature or a court makes the law. It is 

supported by the coercive power of the state, which enforces the law by 

means of appropriate penalties or remedies. 

Formal legal rules and actions are usually distinguished from other 

means of social control and guides for behavior such as morality, public 

opinion, and custom or tradition. Of course, a lawmaker may respond to 

public opinion or other pressures, and a formal law may prohibit what is 

morally unacceptable. 

Law serves a variety of functions, basic of which are: 

1. Keeping the peace. 

2. Enforcing standards of conduct and maintaining order. 

3. Facilitating planning. 

4. Promoting social justice. 

Laws against crimes, for example, help to maintain a peaceful, 

orderly, relatively stable society. Courts contribute to social stability by 

resolving disputes in a civilized fashion. Property and contract laws 

facilitate business activities. Laws limit the powers of government and 

help to provide some degree of freedom that would not otherwise be 

possible. Law has also been used as a mechanism for social change; e.g. 

at various times laws have been passed to improve the quality of 

individual life in matters of health, education, and welfare. 
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Law is not completely made by humans; it also includes natural law. 

The best-known version of this view, that God’s law is supreme, has had 
considerable influence in the U.S. and other western societies. Muslim 

societies also embrace a kind of natural law, which is closely linked to 

the religion of Islam. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. Which documents usually explicate law? 

2. In what way is law enforced in the life of the society? 

3. What are the basic functions of law? 

4. Which branch of law regulates business activities? 

5. How can law be a mechanism of social regulations? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 

1. Law can usually be found in legends and rituals. 

2. The nature of law has never changed throughout the whole history 

of the humanity. 

3. State provides appropriate tools to enforce law. 

4. A lawmaker never responds public opinion. 

5. The power of government is limited by law. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. Law is a body of … rules and regulations. 
2. Law is used to … a society and to control the behavior of its 

members. 

3. A … may respond to public opinion or other pressures. 
4. Laws against … help to maintain an orderly society. 
5. Law is also a mechanism for … change. 

 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 

1) legislation a) a thing or things belonging to someone 

2) crime b) the process of making or enacting laws 

3) rule c) the aggregate of people living together in a 

more or less ordered community 

4) society d) an action or omission which constitutes an 

offence and is punishable by law 

5) property e) one of a set of explicit or understood 

regulations or principles governing conduct 

or procedure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. Law (to help) to maintain a peaceful, orderly, relatively stable 

society. 

2. Lawmakers (to respond) public opinion. 

3. Laws (to be made) not completely by humans. 

4. Society (to be governed) by law. 

5. Law (to limit) the power of government. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
adultery ь ,   

appease ,  

authority ,  

avenge  

breach  ( ) 
debt  

emerge ’   
expulsion  

influence  

kinship ( ) ь 

murder  

priest ; ь 

reveal ; ,  

revelation  

revenge  

sacrifice ,  

sacrilege , ь  

theft ,  

tribe ’  

victim  

worship ,  

wrath , ь 

wrong   ;  

wrong-doer ь, ;  
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Text 2. Development of Law 
Law develops as society evolves. Historically, the simplest societies 

were tribal. The members of the tribe were bonded together initially by 

kinship and worship of the same gods. Even in the absence of courts and 

legislature there was law – a blend of customs, morality, religion, and 

magic. The visible authority was the ruler, or chief; the highest 

authorities were the gods whose will was revealed in the forces of nature 

and in the revelations of the tribal head or the priest. Wrongs against the 

tribe, such as sacrilege or breach of tribal customs, were met with group 

sanctions, and, the tribe members thought, with the wrath of the gods. 

People appeased the gods in ritualistic ceremonies ending perhaps in 

sacrifice or expulsion of the wrongdoer. Wrongs against individuals, 

such as murder, theft, adultery, or failure to repay a debt, were avenged 

by the family of the victim, often in actions against the family of the 

wrongdoer. Revenge of this kind was based on tribal custom, a major 

component of early law. 

Tribal society gradually evolved into territorial confederations. 

Governmental structures emerged, and modern law began to take shape. 

The most significant historical example is Roman law, which influenced 

most of the legal systems of the world. 

The common-law systems of England, and later of the U.S., 

developed in a different manner. Before the Norman Conquest (1066), 

England was a loose confederation of societies, the laws of which were 

largely tribal and local. The Anglo-Norman rules created a system of 

centralized courts that operated under a single set of laws. This legal 

system, known as the common law of England, began with common 

customs, but over time, it involved the courts in lawmaking (in response 

to changes in society). 
 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. By what were the members of the tribe bonded together? 

2. What were the highest authorities during the tribal age? 

3. What were possible wrongs against the tribe? 

4. Which legal system influenced the law of many countries? 

5. When did the Norman Conquest of England happen? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. Tribesmen were bonded together by constitution. 

2. The simplest societies were based on slavery.  
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3. Vengeance was often used in primitive societies. 

4. In 1066 England was invaded by Saxons. 

5. The legal system of the USA developed on the English basis. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. Law develops as … evolves. 
2. … was a blend of customs, morality, religion, and magic. 
3. Wrongs against the tribe were met with group … . 
4. … was based on tribal custom. 

5. The common-law … of England developed in a different manner. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1) law a) a set of things working together 

2) tribe b) the system of rules which a particular country or 

community recognizes as regulating the actions 

of its members 

3) system c)the action or crime of stealing 

4) conquest d) a social division in a traditional society 

consisting of families 

5) theft e) the act or an instance of conquering or the state 

of having been conquered 
  

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 

1. The first law systems (to develop) long ago. 

2. Kinship (to bond) together the members of the primitive societies. 

3. England (to be conquered) by Normans in 1066. 

4. Most modern legal systems (to be influenced) by Roman law. 

5. The common law of England (to begin) to develop after the 

Norman Conquest. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
awareness ь, ь 

barrister ,  

competition  

deal with    
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demand ,  

inescapable  

investigator  

judge  

lawyer ,  

legal  

notary  

prosecutor  

skills ,  

solicitor ,  

succeed   
 

Text 3. Legal Profession 
The legal profession is changing and responding positively to the 

outside world. The future demands greater professional responsibility 

and self-management skills to succeed. The better and informed future 

lawyers – judges, prosecutors, notaries, investigators in Ukraine, 

barristers and solicitors in the United Kingdom – are, the more aware 

they are of their strengths and ambitions, the more they will be able to 

manage future career opportunities.  

The legal profession is driven both by the changing needs of the 

client and by government policy and new legislature frameworks. 

Lawyers need to ensure that services and standards are properly 

regulated, maintained and enhanced. 

The legal profession is increasingly international – global economy, 

the EU influence different aspects of life of a European lawyer. Many 

lawyers deal with international business and clients now. In the UK, it 

tends to be solicitors who work for international law firms, but barristers 

may also be representing international clients. 

Increased competition is a growing aspect of the legal profession. 

Clients look for high-quality specialist services. Within the legal 

profession in the UK there is a healthy competition between solicitors 

and barristers.  

Information technology is an inescapable fact of modern life. You 

can’t get away from IT – you ought to be, and need to be, computer 

literate. You have to depend on relevant IT solutions – the legal 

profession here is no exception. Expect to make good use of specialist 

software packages and other IT services for research and client support 

as part of your everyday job. 
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As a prospective lawyer you will need to consider your options 

carefully: 
– where do I train – what is a best course and training opportunity for me? 

– what branch of the profession and areas of law do I eventually want 

to practice in and what are the opportunities? 

You should be starting to ask yourself these questions now. 

Remember that as well as academic excellence, employers place a 

premium on good communication and teamwork skills combined with 

professional awareness. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. Why is the legal profession constantly changing? 

2. What does the future demand from the lawyer?  

3. What do the lawyers need to ensure? 

4. Why is the legal profession called international? 

5. What is the influence of the information technologies? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. The legal profession always remains the same. 

2. Barristers and solicitors can be found in Ukraine. 

3. Services and standards should be properly regulated. 

4. Competition is an important aspect of the legal profession. 

5. The importance of the IT is rapidly increasing. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. The … profession is changing and responding positively to the 

outside world. 

2. The legal profession is driven both by the changing needs of the … 
and by government policy 

3. The legal profession is increasingly international – global …, the 
EU influence different aspects of lives of a European lawyer. 

4. Many … deal with international business and clients now. 
5. Information … is an inescapable fact of modern life. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 

1) legal a) the state of a country or region in terms of the 

production and consumption of goods 

2) client b) the application of scientific knowledge for 

practical purposes 

3) economy c) relating to the law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

4) lawyer d) a person or organization using the services of a 

lawyer or other professional person or 

company 

5) technology e) a person who practices or studies law 
  

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. The legal profession (to respond) to the outside world. 

2. The needs of the client (to drive) the legal profession. 

3. The global economy (to influence) different aspects of lives of a 

European lawyer. 

4. There (to be) a healthy competition between solicitors and 

barristers in England. 

5. IT services (to be used) for research and client support. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
advice ,  

advocacy , ;  

the bar/the Bar  

brief   

chamber  ;   

contest ,  

counsel , -  

eliminate  

in-house ь  ,  

investigation  

profit  

salary  

successfully  

turn out  
 

Text 4. Solicitor or Barrister? 

You can’t live without the people who are in legal profession. The 
legal profession becomes more numerously international. The solicitor is 

the first point of contact with the law for a person who needs the services 

of lawyer in the UK. The solicitor listens carefully to the client to make 
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sure their needs are clearly understood and then explains the legal 

position and gives advice. By contrast, barristers will only see the client 

in the company of a briefing solicitor. The barrister is the specialist with 

particular abilities to do well in advocacy, a consultant who will examine 

the case and decide what line to take in court. There are only a few 

solicitors who have chances to present cases in the higher courts. Much 

more solicitors spend much of their time in an office making 

investigations, giving advice to clients and preparing documents for 

counsel. A barrister spends much time either in a courtroom or preparing 

his arguments for the court. Barristers are self-employed in the 

independent Bar. Solicitors are normally salaried and may be offered a 

share in the profits of the practice if they turn out successfully. There is a 

healthy contest between solicitors and barristers. 

The Bar is a small but influential independent body with just over 

8,000 practicing barristers in over 400 chambers in England and Wales. 

In addition, there are about 2,000 barristers employed as in-house 

lawyers. The Bar is an advocacy profession. The work divides equally 

between civil and criminal law.  

But many people believe the distinction between barristers and 

solicitors should be eliminated in England, as has already happened in 

Australia. The government is considering various proposals, but there are 

for keeping in existence, as well as removing, the division. 

Neither kind of lawyer needs a university qualification. The vast 

majority of barristers and most solicitors do in fact go to university, but 

they do not necessarily study law there. This arrangement is typically 

British. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. What is the first point of contact with law in the UK? 

2. Who usually represents the client in the courtroom? 

3. Which kind of a lawyer usually gets salary? 

4. What is the number of barristers in GB? 

5. Is a university diploma strictly required for a lawyer in Britain?  
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. Solicitors and barristers have the same functions. 

2. Barristers and solicitors can be found all over the world. 

3. Solicitors usually provide the first step in most legal cases. 

4. Barristers usually represent client's interests in the court. 
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5. Many people believe the distinction between barristers and 

solicitors should be eliminated in England. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 

1. The … is the first point of contact with the law for a person. 
2. The … is the specialist with particular abilities to do well in 

advocacy. 

3. A barrister spends much time either in a courtroom or preparing his 

arguments for the … . 
4. There is a healthy … between solicitors and barristers. 
5. Neither kind of lawyer needs a university … . 

 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 

1) qualification a) an event in which people compete for 

supremacy 

2) court b) the action or fact of becoming qualified as 

a recognized practitioner 

3) contest c) an instance of a particular situation 

4) distinction d) a body of people presided over by a judge 

5) case e) a difference or contrast between similar 

things or people 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 

1. The legal profession (to become) more numerously international 

recently. 

2. There (to be) only a few solicitors who have chances to present 

cases in the higher courts. 

3. Solicitors (to be paid) salary. 

4. The government (to consider) different ideas right now. 

5. The distinction between barristers and solicitors (to be eliminated) 

already in Australia. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 
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MODULE 2 

Essential vocabulary 
accomplice ь ,  ( ) 
arson  

assassin  

assaulter ,  є  ь  

be contrary to  

bigamist є ь 

burglar - ,   

commit  ( , ) 
complain ,    

consequential ,   
crime  

distribute   
drug  

drug dealer ь  

embezzle ,  (  ) 
enterprise є  

forger ь  

gamble  

hijacking  ( );   

illegal ь  

insider trading ь       
      

  

kidnapper   ( ) 
larceny ,  

laundering   

offender ,  

prosecute    (  - .) 
racial ь  

rape ґ  

robbery ,  

shoplifter   

smuggle   

spy , є   
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stowaway   , є ь (  , 
) 

tax evasion ( )     

theft ,  

thief ,  

traitor  

urban ь  

victim  

victimless   

weapon  

white-collar ь , ь  
 

Text 1. Types of Crimes 
A crime is defined as any act that is contrary to legal code or laws.  

Crimes against persons, also called personal crimes, include murder, 

aggravated assault, rape, and robbery. Personal crimes are unevenly 

distributed in the United States, with young, urban, poor, and racial 

minorities committing these crimes more than others.  

Property crimes involve theft of property without bodily harm, such 

as burglary, larceny, auto theft, and arson. Like personal crimes, young, 

urban, poor, and racial minorities generally commit these crimes more 

than others.  

Crimes against morality are also called victimless crimes because 

there is not complainant, or victim. Prostitution, illegal gambling, and 

illegal drug use are all examples of victimless crimes.  

White-collar crimes are crimes that are committed by people of high 

social status who commit their crimes in the context of their occupation. 

This includes embezzling (stealing money from one’s employer), insider 
trading, and tax evasion and other violations of income tax laws. White-

collar crimes generally generate less concern in the public mind than 

other types of crime, however in terms of total dollars; white-collar 

crimes are even more consequential for society. Nonetheless, these 

crimes are generally the least investigated and least prosecuted.  

Organized crime is crime committed by structured groups typically 

involving the distribution of illegal goods and services to others. Many 

people think of the Mafia when they think of organized crime, but the 

term can refer to any group that exercises control over large illegal 

enterprises (such as the drug trade, illegal gambling, prostitution, 

weapons smuggling, or money laundering). 
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I. Answer the questions. 
1. How can crime be defined? 

2. Which crimes are called personal crimes? 

3. What crimes can be defined as victimless? 

4. Which crimes are the least investigated? 

5. How do we call the crimes committed by structured groups? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. A thought or intention can be called 'a crime'. 

2. Personal crimes include robbery. 

3. Murder belongs to property crimes. 

4. White-collar crimes are committed by high-rank officials. 

5. Illegal gambling is usually controlled by organized groups. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. … are made against a person. 
2. Crimes are often committed among … people. 
3. A … crime is a crime without direct victim. 

4. Organized criminal groups are sometimes called … . 
5. Weapons … is an example of organized crime. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words meaning law 

breakers. 

A 
1. arsonist a) sets fire to property illegally 

2. shoplifter b) anyone who breaks the law 

3. offender c) breaks into houses or other buildings to steal 

4. vandal d) steals from shops while acting as an ordinary 

customer 

5. burglar e) kills someone  

6. murderer f) causes damage to property 

7. kidnapper g) steals things from people’s pockets in crowded 
places 

8. pickpocket h) gets secret information from another country 

9. accomplice i) buys and sells drugs illegally 

10. drug dealer j) takes away people by force and demands money 

for their return 

11. spy k) helps a criminal in a criminal act 

12. terrorist l) uses violence for political reasons 
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B 
1. assassin a) causes damage or disturbance in public places 

2. hooligan b) hides on a ship or plane to get a free journey 

3. stowaway  c) takes control of a plane by force and makes the 

pilot change course 

4. thief d) murders for political reasons or a reward 

5. hijacker e) someone who steals 

6. forger f) makes false money or signatures 

7. robber g) a member of a criminal group 

8. smuggler h) steals money etc. by force from people or places 

9. traitor i) marries illegally, being married already 

10. gangster j) a soldier who runs away from the army 

11. deserter k) brings goods into a country illegally without 

paying tax 

12. bigamist l) betrays his or her country to another state 
 

V. Put each of the following words and phrases into its correct place 

in the passage below. 
bigamy civil classes community 

countries crimes criminal law felony 

fine forgery laws life imprisonment 

misdemeanour offences punishment person 

prison state term treason 
 

Crime 
Crime violates the laws of a community, … or nation. It is punishable 

in accordance with these … . “The definition of crime varies according 
to time and place, but the laws of most … consider as crimes such … as 
arson, …, burglary, …, murder, and …”.  

Not all offences against the law … . The laws that set down the 

punishments for crimes form the … . This law defines as crimes those 

offences considered most harmful to the … . On the other hand, a … 
may wrong someone else in some other way that offends the … law. 

The common law recognizes three … of crime: treason, …, and 
misdemeanour. Death or … is the usual punishment … for treason. Laws 
in the United States, for example, define a felony as a crime that is 

punishable by a … of one year or more in a state or federal … . A person 
who commits a … may be punished by a … or a jail term of less than 
one year. 
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VI. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. Crimes against persons (to include) murder. 

2. Property crime (to involve) theft. 

3. We usually (to consider) crimes against morality as victimless. 

4. Mafia (to appear) in Italy long ago. 

5. More and more crimes (to be committed) every year. 
 

VII. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VIII. Retell the text.  
Essential vocabulary 
adept ь,  

bullet  

cartridge , ,  

DNA profiling/ 

DNA 

fingerprinting 

 ДНК 

evidence ;   ( ) 
fingerprint ( )  ь  

firearm ь   

forensic   

infallible  

justice ь, ґ ь; , 
 

law enforcement  

offense ,  

ridge pattern   

shoot  

specimen ,  

suspect ,   

tissue .  
 

Text 2. Crime Investigation 
Forensic science and scientific expertise serve the administration of 

justice by providing scientific support in the investigation of crime and 

providing evidence to the courts. Scientific expertise is available on a 

case-by-case basis to different law enforcement agencies. It is very 

important during investigation of many crimes, particularly fires where 
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arson is suspected, cases involving DNA profiling and offences 

involving the use of firearms. 

The scientists have a wide range of experience in fire-scene 

examination, incl. fatal fires in domestic premises, large industrial fires 

and vehicle fires. 

DNA profiling is a revolutionary scientific testing process, which can 

positively identify an individual from a specimen of blood, hair roots, 

tissue, etc. Its application to crime specimens represents the greatest 

advance in forensic science in decades. The vast potential of DNA 

profiling is recognized by the police and the legal profession, and its use 

in criminal investigation has increased. 

Forensic science experts provide advice on firearms and related 

matters and assistance in the investigation of shooting incidents. When 

presented with a suspect weapon, the expert is able to establish whether 

or not it was the weapon used in a crime. Experts are particularly adept 

in the microscopic examination of spent bullets and cartridge cases. 

The expert also use fingerprints, method of identification using the 

impression made by the ridge patterns found on the fingertips. No two 

persons have exactly the same arrangement of ridge patterns, and the 

patterns of any one individual remain unchanged through life. 

Fingerprints may be classified and filed on the basis of the ridge patterns, 

setting up an identification system that is almost infallible.  
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. What is the task of the forensic science? 

2. What is DNA profiling? 

3. Which specimen are used in DNA profiling? 

4. Which procedures are used in firearms expertise?  

5. Can two different persons have the same fingerprints?  
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. Scientific expertise provides scientific support in the investigation 

of crimes. 

2. DNA profiling is a long-existing procedure. 

3. Only blood specimen can be used in DNA profiling. 

4. The microscopic examination of spent bullets is used in firearms 

expertise. 

5. Fingerprints change when a person gets older. 
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III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. Scientific … is available on a case-by-case basis to different law 

enforcement agencies. 

2. … profiling is a revolutionary scientific testing process. 
3. … science experts provide advice on firearms and related matters. 
4. The experts also use … , method of identification using the 

impression made by the ridge patterns found on the fingertips. 

5. No two persons have exactly the same arrangement of ridge … . 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1) fingerprint a) expert skill or knowledge in a particular field 

2) forensic b) a regular and intelligible form or sequence 

3) expertise c) an impression or mark made on a surface by a 

person's fingertip 

4) pattern d) a weapon, esp. a portable gun or pistol 

5) firearms e) relating to or denoting the application of 

scientific methods and techniques to the 

investigation of crime 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct form. 

1. DNA profiling (to become) an important branch of crime 

investigation recently. 

2. Fingerprints (to be used) in forensic science. 

3. Specialists (to identify) criminals using DNA profiling. 

4. Forensic science experts (to provide) advice on firearms and 

related matters. 

5. The word 'firearm' (to relate) to guns and pistols. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
belongings ,  

charge with ,    

dust ,  

hang  

improve ,  
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latent , ,   
 

measurement  

powder ,  

preserve  

proof  

secretion ,  

shopkeeper ,  ( )  

skin  

smooth ,  

subsequently , ,  

supersede ,  

thumb  ь ( ) 
transmit  

treat  

yield ,  
 

Text 3. Fingerprints 
Very many books and scientific papers have been published on the 

subject of fingerprints and the reference to “the prints from man’s hand” 
can even be found in the Bible.  

The first recorded use of fingerprints was by the ancient Assyrians 

and Chinese for the signing of legal documents. The study of the 

application of fingerprints for useful forensic purposes was recorded in 

the latter part of the 17th century when, in 1684, the anatomist Doctor N. 

Grew published a paper on the subject which he illustrated with 

drawings of various fingerprints patterns. About the same period, in 

Italy, Prof. Malpigni was investigating the functions of the skin.  

The use of fingerprints for identification purposes was proposed late 

in the 19th century by the British scientist Sir Francis Galton, who wrote 

a detailed study of fingerprints in which he presented a new 

classification system using prints of all ten fingers, which is the basis of 

identification systems still in use. Subsequently, the use of fingerprinting 

as a means for identifying criminals spread rapidly throughout Europe 

and the US, superseding the old system of identification by means of 

body measurements. 

One of the cases involving the use of fingerprints identification was 

in 1905, when a thumb print left on a cash box at the scene of a murder 

in Deptford of shopkeepers Mr. and Mrs. Farrow, was identified as 
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belongings to Alfred Stratton, one of two brothers. As a result they were 

jointly charged with the crime and subsequently hanged.  

As crime-detection methods improved, law enforcement officers 

found that any smooth, hard surface touched by a human hand would 

yield fingerprints made by the oily secretion present on the skin. When 

these so-called latent prints were dusted with powder or chemically 

treated, the identifying fingerprint pattern could be seen and 

photographed or otherwise preserved. Today, law enforcement agencies 

can also use computers to digitally record fingerprints and to transmit 

them electronically to other agencies for comparison. By comparing 

fingerprints at the scene of a crime with the fingerprint record of 

suspected persons, officials can establish absolute proof of the presence 

or identity of a person. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. When was the first recorded use of fingerprints? 

2. When were they first used for forensic purposes? 

3. Who proposed the use of fingerprints for identification purposes? 

4. In what way did crime-detection methods improve? 

5. How can fingerprints be preserved nowadays? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 

1. The first recorded use of fingerprints was by the ancient Egyptians 

for the signing of legal documents. 

2. Sir Francis Galton was the first to study fingerprints. 

3. During the 17th century fingerprints were studied only in Italy. 

4. Americans were the first to use fingerprints in crime investigation. 

5. Nowadays fingerprints can be preserved digitally. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 

1. The first recorded use of … was by the ancient Assyrians and 
Chinese. 

2. The study of the … of fingerprints for useful forensic purposes was 
recorded in the latter part of the 17th century. 

3. The use of fingerprints for … purposes was proposed late in the 
19th century. 

4. The use of fingerprinting as a means for identifying … spread 
rapidly throughout Europe. 
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5. Today, law enforcement agencies can also use computers to 

digitally … fingerprints. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1) criminal a) the action or process of identifying someone 

or something 

2) digital b) set down in writing or some other 

permanent form for later reference 

3) identification c) involving or relating to the use of computer 

technology 

4) record d) the action or process of identifying the 

presence of something concealed 

5) detection e) a person who has committed a crime 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. The first recorded use of fingerprints (to be) for the signing of legal 

documents. 

2. Digital recording (to grow) rapidly nowadays. 

3. The anatomist Doctor N. Grew (to publish) a paper on the subject. 

4. The methods of analysis (to improve) in future. 

5. Absolute proof of the presence or identity of a person can (to be 

established) with the help of fingerprints. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
achieve  

appoint  

conduct  

constable ь, ь   

curb  

deliberation ,  

detect  ( ),  

emerge ’ ,  

enforce   ( ) 
estate  

fiefdom     
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fit ,  

guardian ь,  

in effect   

lawlessness  ,  

maintain order   

noble ь ,  

onset  

populace  ,  

prevent  

principality  

remain  ( ) 
significant , ,  

watchman , ,  
 

Text 4. Police 

Police is an agency of a community or government that is responsible 

for maintaining public order and preventing and detecting crime. The 

basic police mission – preserving order by enforcing rules of conduct or 

laws – was the same in ancient societies as it is in sophisticated urban 

environments. 

The conception of the police force as a protective and law 

enforcement organization developed from the use of military bodies as 

guardians of the peace, such as the Praetorian Guard of ancient Rome. 

The Romans achieved a high level of law enforcement, which remained 

in effect until the decline of the empire and the onset of the Middle Ages. 

Beginning in the 5th century, policing became a function of the heads of 

fiefdoms and principalities.  

During the Middle Ages, policing authority, particularly in England, 

was the responsibility of local nobles on their individual estates. Each 

noble generally appointed an official, known as a constable, to carry out 

the law. The constable’s duties included keeping the peace and arresting 
and guarding criminals.  

In France during the 17th century King Louis XIV maintained a small 

central police organization consisting of some 40 inspectors who, with 

the help of numerous paid informants, supplied the government with 

details about the conduct of private individuals. The king could then 

exercise a kind of summary justice as he saw fit. After the French 

Revolution, two separate police bodies were set up, one to handle 

ordinary duties and the other to deal with political crimes. 
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In 1663 the city of London began paying watchmen (generally old 

men who were unable to find other work) to guard the streets at night. 

Until the end of the 18th century, the watchmen as well as a few 

constables remained the only form of policing in the city. 

The inability of watchmen and constables to curb lawlessness, 

particularly in London, led to a demand for a more effective force to deal 

with criminals and to protect the populace. After much deliberation in 

Parliament, the British statesman Sir Robert Peel in 1829 established 

London Metropolitan Police, which became the world’s first modern 
organized police force. The development of the British police system is 

especially significant because the pattern that emerged not only became a 

model for the American police system but also had great influence on the 

style of policing in almost all industrial societies.  
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. What is police? 

2. What is the basic police mission? 

3. How were guardians called in ancient Rome? 

4. Who provided policing authority in England in the Middle Ages? 

5. Which date is considered to be the beginning of the modern police? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 

1. Praetorians were civilian volunteers.  

2. First patrolling of London started in 1663. 

3. The nobility provided order in the Middle Ages. 

4. London Metropolitan police was established by R. Peel. 

5. The British police became a model for the American police. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. … is an agency of a community or government that is responsible 

for maintaining public order 

2. The basic police … was the same in ancient societies as it is in 
sophisticated urban environments. 

3. During the Middle Ages, policing authority was the responsibility 

of local … on their individual estates. 

4. The British … Sir Robert Peel in 1829 established London 
Metropolitan Police. 

5. The … of the British police system is especially significant. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1) mission a) a specified state of growth or advancement 

2) police b) the power or right to give orders, make 

decisions 

3) development c) set up on a firm or permanent basis 

4) authority d) the civil force of a state, responsible for the 

prevention and detection of crime 

5) establish e) an important assignment given to a person 

or group of people 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. The basic police mission (to be) to preserve order. 

2. In 1663 the city of London (to begin) paying watchmen to guard 

the streets at night. 

3. London police (to exist) for almost 200 years up to now. 

4. The king (to exercise) a kind of summary justice in those years. 

5. American police system (to be based) on the British model. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 

armed є  

beat , ;  ( ) 
patrol ,  

pound   
 

Text 5. The Police Officer 
The British police officer – sometimes called “the bobby” after Sir 

Robert Peel, the founder of the police force – is a well-known figure to 

everybody who has visited Britain or who has seen British films. 

Policemen are to be seen in towns or cities keeping law and order, either 

walking in the streets (“pounding the beat”) or driving in cars (known as 
“panda cars” because of their distinctive markings).  

To be a policeman means doing beat work, wearing a uniform and 

working in a small area of London, preventing crime and arresting 

criminals. 
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In most countries the police carry guns. The British police generally 

do not keep firearms, except in Northern Ireland. Only a few police 

officers are regularly armed – for example, those who guard politicians 

and diplomats or who patrol airports. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. How is the British police officer called sometimes? 

2. Who was the founder of the Metropolitan police? 

3. What are the tasks of the policemen? 

4. Why do they call police vehicles 'panda cars'? 

5. In what part of the UK do police officers carry guns? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. British policemen are often called 'tommy'. 

2. Sir R. Peel was the founder of London police. 

3. 'Pounding the beat' is a kind of entertainment. 

4. Policemen usually wear uniform. 

5. The policemen in the UK carry guns only in Northern Ireland. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. The British police officer is sometimes called … . 
2. Sir Robert Peel was the … of the police force. 
3. Policemen keep order and … . 
4. In most countries the police carry … . 
5. Those, who guard politicians and diplomats, usually … guns. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1) bobby a) a weapon incorporating a metal tube from 

which bullets, shells, or other missiles are 

propelled by explosive force 

2) guard b) a police officer 

3) gun c) the arrangement or disposition of people or 

things in relation to each other 

4) uniform d) watch over in order to protect or control 

5) order e) the distinctive clothing worn by members of the 

same organization 
  

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. British policemen (to be called) often 'bobby'. 

2. A policeman usually (to carry) a gun. 
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3. First police uniform (to appear) in the 19th century. 

4. Sir Robert Peel (to found) London police in 1829. 

5. The task of the policemen (to be) to patrol cities and towns. 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Module 3 

Essential vocabulary 
appeal    

application  

approximately  

authority  

carry out ,  

case ; , ,  

charge with ,  ь ь 

coercion ,    
  

confidence  

consent  

constitute  

defend  

dismiss ь  

employ  

entrust  ,  

handle  

head  

investigation  

liberty  

magistrate  , ,  
      

 є      
ь   

observance ,  ( ) 
office  

pre-trial  

proceedings  
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prosecute      
prosecutor  

report to  . 
resignation  (  )   

restraint  ,  , 
’  

submit  

supervision  

trial  ,  ,   
,  

vary  
 

Text 1. The Prosecutor’s Office 
Prosecutor is a government official charged with bringing defendants 

in criminal cases to justice in the name of the state. Although 

responsibilities vary from one jurisdiction to another, many prosecutors 

are in charge of all phases of a criminal proceedings, from investigation 

by the police through trial and beyond to all levels of appeal. Many also 

defend the state in civil actions. In the UK prosecution is carried out in 

the name of the crown. In this sense the crown can be said to prosecute, 

and the prosecution is often referred to as “the crown”. 
According to the Constitution of Ukraine, the Prosecutor’s Office of 

Ukraine constitutes a unified system that is entrusted with: 

1) prosecution in court on behalf of the State; 

2) representation of the interests of a citizen or of the State in court in 

cases determined by law; 

3) supervision of the observance of laws by bodies that conduct 

detective and search activity, inquiry and pre-trial investigation; 

4) supervision of the observance of laws in the execution of judicial 

decisions in criminal cases, and also in application of other measures of 

coercion related to the restraint of personal liberty of citizens.  

The Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine is headed by the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine, who is appointed to office with the consent of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, and dismissed from office by the President 

of Ukraine. The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine may express no confidence 

in the Prosecutor General of Ukraine that results in his or her resignation 

from office. The term of authority of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine 

is five years. 
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In the UK the Crown Prosecution Service is responsible for 

prosecuting people charged with a criminal offence. As the principal 

prosecuting authority in England and Wales, it is responsible for: 

– advising the police on cases for possible prosecution; 

– reviewing cases submitted by the police; 

– preparing cases for court; 

– presentation of cases at court. 

The head of the Crown Prosecution Service is the Director of Public 

Prosecutions. The Director of Public Prosecutions reports to the Attorney 

General, who holds Parliamentary responsibility for the Service. The 

Crown Prosecution Service employs approximately 7,700 staff including 

lawyers and administrators. These key personnel are located throughout 

the country and handle over 1.3 million magistrates’ court cases and 
115,000 Crown court cases every year. The Crown Prosecution Service 

started operating in 1986 when the Prosecution of Offences Act (1985) 

became law. Before this time local police forces were responsible for 

deciding whether to prosecute particular cases. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. What are the prosecutor’s responsibilities? 

2. What are the tasks of the Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine? 

3. What is the Crown Prosecution Service responsible for? 

4. When did the Crown Prosecution Service start operating? 

5. Who is the Head of the Crown Prosecution Service? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. The prosecutor’s responsibilities do not differ in all jurisdictions. 
2. In Ukraine the prosecution is carried out in the name of the crown. 

3. The Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine cannot represent the citizen’s 

interests in court in cases determined by law. 

4. The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine doesn’t participate in the 
appointment of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine to office. 

5. In England the Crown Prosecution Service’s personnel handle over 
1.3 million magistrate’s court cases. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. The Prosecutor General of Ukraine is dismissed from … by Petro 

Poroshenko. 
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2. The Crown Prosecution Service in England and Wales is 

responsible for … the police on cases for possible prosecution. 
3. Many prosecutors are in charge of all phases of a criminal … . 
4. The Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine supervises the observance of 

… in the execution of judicial decisions in criminal cases.  

5. The Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine represents the … of a citizen or 
of the State in … . 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1. prosecutor a) a breach of law or rule; an illegal act 

2. consent b) a person, esp. a public official, who institutes legal 

proceedings against someone 

3. trial c) manage (a situation or problem) 

4. offense d) a formal examination of evidence by a judge, 

typically before a jury, in order to decide guilt in a 

case of criminal or civil proceedings 

5. handle e) permission for something to happen or agreement 

to do something 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct tense form. 
1. The Prosecutor General of Ukraine … (to appoint) last month. 
2. The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine … (to express) no confidence in 

the Prosecutor General by the end of last year. 

3. The term of authority of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine … (to 
be) five years. 

4. The Prosecutor is out. He … (to represent) the interests of 
Mr. Valkiv in court at the moment. 

5. In the UK the Crown Prosecution Service … (to prosecute) people 
charged with a criminal offence. 

 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 

accuse of ,     
abolish  

arrest for   ( ) 
charge with   
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community 

service 

ь   

confess to   

convict of   ;   

corporal  

detention ,    

deter  

execute  (  ) 
fine  

guilty of   

impose  

imprisonment ’ ,   ( ) 
innocent  

offend   ( );  
( ) 

offender , ь 

parole ь  ’     

penalty ,  

prison  

prisoner ’  

punish ,   

punishment , ,  

release ь , ь  (  ’ ) 
review  (  ) 
seize  

sentence  ,   

sentence to… for   …  

suspend ( )  

ultimate  
 

Text 2. Punishment 
There are several kinds of punishment available to court. In civil 

cases the most common punishment is fine. For criminal offences fines 

are also often used when the offence is not a very serious one and when 

the offender has not been in trouble before. Another kind of punishment 

available in some countries is community service. This requires the 

offender to certain amount of unpaid work, usually for a social institution 

such as hospital. For more serious crimes the usual punishment is 

imprisonment.  
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Some prison sentences are suspended: the offender is not sent to 

prison if he keeps out of trouble for a fixed period of time, but if he does 

offend again both suspended sentence and any new one will be imposed. 

The lengths of sentences vary from a few days to a lifetime. However, a 

life sentence may allow the prisoner to be released after a suitably long 

period if a review (parole) board agrees his detention no longer serves a 

purpose. In some countries, such as the Netherlands, living conditions in 

prison are fairly good because it is felt that deprivation of liberty is 

punishment in itself and should so be reduced that the prisoner deters the 

possibility of the re-education and reforming himself. In other countries, 

conditions are rather bad. Britain and the USA are trying to solve the 

shortage of space by allowing private companies to open prisons. 

In some countries there is also corporal punishment (physical). In 

Saudi Arabia theft and possession of alcohol may be punished by cutting 

off the offender’s hand or foot. They believe that it deters others from 

committing such crimes. 

The ultimate penalty is death. But many countries have abolished it or 

ceased to use the death penalty because the innocent people can be 

executed by mistake. 
 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. What kinds of punishment are mentioned in the text? 

2. What punishment is the most common in civil cases? 

3. What does the ‘community service’ require from the offender? 

4. What does it mean: ‘some prison sentences are suspended’? 

5. Why do some countries have abolished the ultimate penalty death? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. Fines are not used for criminal offences. 

2. Serious crimes foresee for the offender to be sentenced to death 

penalty in all countries. 

3. Prison sentence can be suspended when the offender does not get 

in trouble for certain period of time.  

4. The length of sentences differs according to the seriousness of the 

crime. 

5. Living conditions in prisons are very bad in all countries. 
 

III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 

1. I believe that my friend is … because he killed in self-defense. 
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2. The length of … varies from a few days to a lifetime. 
3. Serious crimes foresee … as a usual punishment. 
4. The Netherlands provide fairly good living conditions in a … . 
5. … can result in cutting off the offender’s hand or foot in Saudi 

Arabia. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 

1. fine  a) the action or crime of stealing 

2. imprisonment  b) culpable of or responsible for a specified 

wrongdoing 

3. life sentence c) the state of being imprisoned  

4. theft d) a sum of money exacted as a penalty by a 

court of law or other authority 

5. guilty e) a punishment of life imprisonment or of 

imprisonment for a specified long period 
 

V. Put the right proposition after each verb. 

1. John confessed … shoplifting. 
2. Tom was accused … bigamy. 
3. Geoffrey was charged … assault. 
4. Sven was convicted … murder. 
5. Tony was found guilty … kidnapping. 
6. Mary was sentenced … 4-year imprisonment … smuggling. 
7. Nick was arrested … possession of marijuana. 
 

VI. Put the verbs to steal or to rob into the correct tense form. 

1. Last night an armed gang … the post office. 
2. My handbag … at the theatre yesterday. 
3. Every year large number of banks … . 
4. She regularly … from her employees.  
5. They stole …$5,000. 
 

VII. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VIII. Retell the text. 

Essential vocabulary 
accused  

administer ,  ( ) 
adversarial system   
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appoint  (  ) 
argue ; ; 

,   

argument , ,  

burden ,  

charge  

compelling  

compose  

corporate entity ь  є  

counsel ,  

court setting   

defense attorney   

detail   ,  

disinterested  

dispose ,  

dispute  

elect  

event ,  

evidence ,  

incriminate  (  ),   
,  

judge  

jury panel  ( )   

panel of judges   

party  (  ) 
reasonable ,  

settle  ( ) 
sound  

suspect ,   

unbiased  

venue  ,  є  
;   ( ) 

 

Text 3. The Courts 

The courts serve as the venue where disputes are settled and justice is 

administered. With regard to criminal justice, there are a number of 

critical people in any court setting. They are referred to as the courtroom 

work group including the judge, prosecutor, and the defense attorney. 

The judge is a person, elected or appointed, who is knowledgeable in the 
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law, and whose function is to objectively administer the legal 

proceedings and offer a final decision to dispose of a case. 

In the U.S. and in a growing number of nations, guilt or innocence is 

decided through the adversarial system. In this system, two parties will 

both offer their version of events and argue their case before the court. 

The case should be decided in favor of the party who offers the most 

sound and compelling arguments based on the law. 

The prosecutor is a lawyer who brings charges against a person, 

persons or corporate entity. It is the prosecutor's duty to explain to the 

court what crime was committed and to detail what evidence has been 

found which incriminates the accused.  

A defense attorney counsels the accused on the legal process, likely 

outcomes for the accused and suggests strategies. It is the defense 

attorney's duty to represent the interests of the client, raise procedural 

and evidentiary issues, and hold the prosecution to its burden of proving 

guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

The final determination of guilt or innocence is typically made by a 

third party, who is supposed to be disinterested. This function may be 

performed by a judge, a panel of judges, or a jury panel composed of 

unbiased citizens.  
 

I. Answer the questions. 

1. What are the main functions of the court? 

2. Who belongs to the courtroom work group? 

3. What are the judge’s duties? 

4. What does the adversarial system mean? 

5. What are the defense attorney’s duties? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 

1. The prosecutor determines the final decision in the court. 

2. The adversarial system is used in all countries of the worlds to 

decide if the person is innocent or guilty. 

3. That party wins in the courtroom that brings the most sound facts 

and evidences. 

4. The prosecutor details the found evidences showing that the 

accused is guilty. 

5. The judge is responsible for the ultimate decision in the court. 
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III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. The judge is a person responsible for administering the legal 

proceedings and offering a … decision. 
2. In the U.S. guilt or … is decided through the adversarial system. 

3. The prosecutor … a person, persons or corporate entity. 
4. A defense attorney … the accused on the legal process. 
5. The … party in the court may be a judge, a panel of judges, or a 

jury panel composed of unbiased citizens. 

6. The high court judge will pass … next week.  
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 

1. charge  a) a public officer appointed to decide cases on a 

law court 

2. judge b) action taken in a court to settle a dispute 

3. unbiased c) formally accuse someone of something, esp. an 

offense under law 

4. proceedings d) a body of people presided over by a judge, 

judges, or magistrates, and acting as a tribunal 

in civil and criminal cases 

5. court e) showing no prejudice for or against something; 

impartial 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct form. 

1. The thieves scattered the papers all over the room while they … (to 
search) for the money. 

2. This … (to be) one of the crimes he did not commit. 
3. The counsel … (to sentence) the accused to 15 years in prison 

yesterday. 

4. At the end of the trial he … (to convict) of murder. 
5. The suspect denied that he … (to assault) a policeman. 

6. The accused man was able to prove his innocence at the trial and 

… (to acquit). 
 

VI. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VII. Retell the text. 
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Essential vocabulary 
accusation ; ь   

adviser , ь  

advocate ,  

aid  

appellate court   

apply  

attorney , ,  

bring about ,  

bylaw ,  

cause ,  

compromise ,   

confer ,  

counsel  , ;  

counselor  

derive from   ;   

distinction  ь,  

divorce  

file    

interrogate  

lawyer  

litigation  ,   

loyalty ь ь 

magistrate  , ,  
      

 є      
ь    

necessitate  

negotiation  

plead    

pleader  

pleading    

probate    

reconciliation  ( ) 
relief ь  (   , ) 
restrict  

seek  
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settlement ,  

will  

witness  
 

Text 4. The Lawyer 

Advocate, in law, is a person who is professionally qualified to plead 

the cause of another in a court of law. As a technical term, advocate is 

used mainly in those legal systems that derived from the Roman law. In 

Scotland the word refers particularly to a member of the bar of Scotland, 

the Faculty of Advocates. In France avocats were formerly an organized 

body of pleaders. In Germany, until the distinction between counsellor 

and pleader was abolished in 1879, the Advokat was the adviser rather 

than the pleader. The term has traditionally been applied to pleaders in 

courts of canon law, and thus in England those who practiced before the 

courts of civil and canon law were called advocates. In the United States 

the term advocate has no special significance, being used 

interchangeably with such terms as attorney, counsel, or lawyer. 

A lawyer is trained and licensed to prepare, manage, and either 

prosecute or defend a court action as an agent for another and who also 

gives advice on legal matters that may or may not require court action. 

A lawyer applies the law to specific cases. He investigates the facts 

and the evidence by conferring with his client and reviewing documents, 

and he prepares and files the pleadings in court. At the trial he introduces 

evidence, interrogates witnesses, and argues questions of law and fact. If 

he does not win the case, he may seek a new trial or relief in an appellate 

court. 

In many instances, a lawyer can bring about the settlement of a case 

without trial through negotiation, reconciliation, and compromise. In 

addition, the law gives individuals the power to arrange and determine 

their legal rights in many matters and in various ways, as through wills, 

contracts, or corporate bylaws, and the lawyer aids in many of these 

arrangements. 

A lawyer has several loyalties in his work. They include that to his 

client, to the administration of justice, to the community, to his 

associates in practice, and to himself. When these loyalties conflict, the 

standards of the profession are intended to effect reconciliation. 

Legal practice varies from country to country. In England lawyers are 

divided into barristers, who plead in the higher courts, and solicitors, 

who do office work and plead in the lower courts. In the United States 
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attorneys often specialize in limited areas of law such as criminal, 

divorce, corporate, probate, or personal injury, though many are involved 

in general practice. 

In Ukraine, the advocates act to ensure the right to a defense against 

accusation and to provide legal assistance in deciding cases in courts and 

other state bodies. 

In addition to these professional groups there are nonprofessional 

legal counsellors who give advice on various legal problems and are 

often employed by business firms. In almost all civil-law countries there 

are notaries, who have exclusive rights to deal with such office work as 

marriage settlements and wills. 

In Germany the chief distinction is between lawyers and notaries. The 

German attorney, however, plays an even smaller courtroom role than 

the French avocat. Attorneys are often restricted to practice before courts 

in specific territories. There are further restrictions in that certain 

attorneys practice only before appeals courts, often necessitating a new 

attorney for each level of litigation. In Germany lawyers are employed in 

the administration of government to a greater extent than in common-law 

countries. 

In France numerous types of professionals and even non-

professionals handle various aspects of legal work. The most prestigious 

is the avocat, who is equal in rank to a magistrate or law professor. 

Roughly comparable to the English barrister, the avocat’s main function 
is to plead in court. 

 

I. Answer the questions. 
1. Who is an advocate? 

2. What are the duties and responsibilities of the lawyer? 

3. What are the lawyer’s loyalties in the work? 

4. What are the distinctions of legal practice in different countries? 

5. What do the notaries do? 
 

II. Are these statements true or false according to the text? 
1. A lawyer has to pass the final decision in the court. 

2. A lawyer can settle a case without trial through negotiation and 

compromise. 

3. In Germany attorneys are restricted to practice in specific 

territories. 

4. In the USA lawyers are divided into barristers and solicitors. 

5. In France an avocat is equal in rank to a law professor. 
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III. Insert the proper word into the following sentences and explain 

its meaning with the help of the dictionary. 
1. At the trial the lawyer interrogates … . 
2. In his work the lawyer has several … . 
3. The advocates in Ukraine ensure the right to a defense against … . 
4. The lawyer aids individuals in arranging and determining their 

legal rights through …, contracts or corporate bylaws. 
5. The … have exclusive rights to deal with marriage settlements and 

wills. 
 

IV. Find a proper definition for the following words. 
1. witness a) a person called to the bar and entitled to practice 

as an advocate, particularly in the higher courts 

2. lawyer b) discussion aimed at reaching an agreement 

3. negotiation c) a picture of a person, esp. one sought by the 

police, reconstructed from typical facial features 

according to witnesses’ descriptions 

4. solicitor d) a person who sees an event, typically a crime or 

accident, take place; a person giving sworn 

testimony to a court of law or the police 

5. barrister e) a member of the legal profession qualified to deal 

with conveyancing, the drawing up of wills, and 

other legal matters; he may also instruct 

barristers and represent clients in some courts 

6. notary f) a legal document containing instructions as to 

what should be done with one’s money and 
property after one’s death 

7. will g) a person who practices or studies law, esp. (in the 

UK) a solicitor or a barrister or (in the US) an 

attorney 

8. identikit h) a person authorized to perform certain legal 

formalities, esp. to draw up or certify contracts, 

deeds, and other documents for use in other 

jurisdictions 
 

V. Put the verb into the correct form. 

1. I think this lawyer will be able … (to settle) the case through 
negotiations without the trial. 
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2. I should like to call two witnesses who can … (to testify) on my 
client’s behalf. 

3. Roman law … (to influence) many modern European legal 
systems. 

4. Don’t come in! The identikit of the maniac-murderer … (to make). 
5. A body of expert lawyers … (to need) to apply the law. 

 

VI. All the verbs in the box relate to legal matters. Use the past tense 

forms to complete the sentences. The first one has been done for you 

as an example. 

accuse confess drop    fine     

acquit award engage    imprison     

arrest     charge     grant       plead      

release     seize     serve  

1. After six hours of questioning the accused man confessed. 

2. The government … an amnesty to all political prisoners. 

3. Her boss … her of stealing money. 
4. The secret police … him for six months in a high security jail. 
5. We … the best commercial lawyer we could find to represent us 

but we still lost the case. 

6. The prisoner … guilty to all charges. 
7. On 12 August they … him with murder. 
8. The policeman stopped the car and … the driver. 
9. The president … the opposition leader from prison. 
10. The court … him $2,500 for obtaining money be false pretences. 
11. After consideration, the plaintiff … the against his neighbour. 

12. The customs … the shipment of books. 
13. He … six months in a local prison. 
14. The Crown Court … the plaintiff $75,000 in damages plus costs. 
15. Two of the men were sent to prison, but the judge … the third. 
 

VII. Give a short summary of the text in English. 
 

VIII. Retell the text. 
 

Appendix 1 

Phrasal verbs often used in legal cases 
1. break down: to stop because of failure 

2. break in: to go into a building by force in order to steal 

3. break off: to stop a discussion or negotiation 
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4. break up: to divide (a company) into separate units 

5. bring forward: to change to an earlier date 

6. hand down: to give to the next generation through inheritance 

7. hold up: (1) to rob from a bank or vehicle using weapons; (2) to 

stay at a high level; (3) to delay 

8. pass off: to pretend something is not what it is to cheat a customer 

9. put down: to pay as a deposit 

10. put into: invest 

11. take in: to trick, to deceive 

12. take over: (1) to start to do something in place of someone else; 

(2) to buy a company 

13. wind up: (1) to end a meeting; (2) to put a company into 

liquidation 
 

Complete the sentences using phrasal verbs. 

1. The company ACT has been broken up into seven autonomous 

divisions. 

2. He had a factory which manufactured cheap sports clothes which 

he … … as high-quality designer goods. 

3. He … all of us … with his promise of quick profits and low risks. 
4. He was caught … … to a clothes shop at night. 
5. He … … the meeting with a vote of thanks to the chairman.  
6. I’m very busy on Wednesday: can I … our meeting … to Tuesday? 

7. John is leaving in June and there will be a gap of one month before 

the new manager … … . 
8. Management and unions could not agree and negotiations … … at 

midnight yesterday. 

9. Payment will be … … until the contract is signed. 

10. Shares in ACT have increased in price by 35 pence with the news 

that they are to be … … by Giant PLC. 
11. The car was still under guarantee when it … … . 
12. The company was insolvent and the court ordered it to be … … . 
13. The share price … … well through the summer and then fell in 

September. 

14. They are accused of … … a security van and stealing $45,000. 
15. This watch was … … to me from my great-grandfather. 

16. When he lost his job he … his savings … into opening a design 

studio. 
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17. You have to … $200 … now and then pay $100 a month for 
eighteen months. 

 

Appendix 2 

Abbreviations connected with Law 

1.  a.k.a. also known as 

2.  AOB any other business (at the end of an agenda for a 

meeting) 

3.  c.o.d. cash on delivery  

4.  DA district attorney 

5.  e.&o.e. errors and omissions exepted 

6.  e.g. from example (from Latin exampli gratia) 

7.  f.o.b. free on board 

8.  FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 

9.  FO Foreign Office 

10.  GBH grievous bodily harm 

11.  GNP gross national product 

12.  ID identity 

13.  Inc incorporated 

14.  IOU I owe you 

15.  JP Justice of the Peace 

16.  L/C letter of credit 

17.  MEP Member of the European Parliament 

18.  p.p used to show that a letter has been signed on behalf of 

someone else (from Latin per procurationem) 

19.  PLC Public Limited Company 

20.  PR proportional representation 

21.  QC Queen’s Counsel 
22.  recd received 

23.  v. versus 

24.  VAT value added tax 
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